Recovery and measurement of specific RNA species from postmortem brain tissue: a general reduction in Alzheimer's disease detected by molecular hybridization.
The recovery of RNA from postmortem (PM) brain tissues was quantified by molecular hybridization. RNA degradation rates postmortem were faster in mice with herpes encephalitis than with uninfected mice, but clear ribosomal peaks could be seen up to 72 hr after death. In a comparison between frontal cortex samples from neurologically normal and Alzheimer's disease cases a reduction in ribosomal, poly A, preproenkephalin, and preprosomatostatin RNA levels was observed in the Alzheimer's disease group. This general reduction may be influenced by the cause of death as well as the pathology.